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Eyeless Topless Potatoes
We have read this wonderful

in many of our agricultural exchanges
usually without a word of
We did not believe a word of it bu
the American Farmer tells the
so well and its remarks are so
that we give it place this week

We like a good story even when wi
know it is not true In fact many o
the best stories are pure fiction bu
if well told are entertaining and tha
is the main purpose of a story
Naturally however we are skeptica
and when we read one of these wonde
stories in connection with

matters feel like throwing out
word of caution and labeling the mat
ter important if true This is pre
liminary to mentioning a story se
afloat by the Chicago Evening Pos
about one Darst who claims to
discovered a method of raising po
tatoes that will not only revolutionize-
the tuber business but make him
veritable Rockefeller in wealth I
is rather against Darst that he once
lived in Chicago but as for severa
years he has been located at Grea
Falls Montana the improved atmos
phere there may have toned down the
love of the marvelous liable to bi
generated in the Windy City Bu
here is the tale in brief on which
American Farmer will suspend judg
ment until it sees some of the po
tatoes

Darst declares the secret lies in the
composition of a preparation tha
takes the place of soil It is upon thi
mixture that he claims to have
a patent He says that a layer of thi
mixture three or four inches deep
may be placed in a box with eyes o
potatoes on first layer may bi

placed another layer of the mixture
with potato eyes scattered through it
and so on one layer on top of another
until the box has been filled Then
the mixture may be heated he de-

clares and the growth of potatoes wit
commence and progress rapidly it
each of the numerous layers Ht
claims that all that is necessary is t
keep the mixture at a growing

and that within sixty days of the
of planting the eyes there will be
crop of perfect potatoes in each layer
of the box all the tubers being
about the size of a hens egg
he claims will result without a single
vine or sprout appearing above
surfact-

In his experiments Darst
heated the contents of his box b
means of a steam coil but he declares
that this is unnecessary and that
heat of the sun will suffice if the
be covered with glass He terms
box an incubator The one he has
is a small one but he claims the same
results may be secured in a box of
depth length or width

He claims he has demonstrated
can produce in a box fifteen feet deer
and covering 43560 square feet 30 00
bushels of new potatoes every
days and secure six such crops
vear He claims such a box covering
one acre with the required heatini
apparatus may be constructed
2500 and that the cost of his com

pound and the labor required
will amount to 200 a ton He
declares that at certain seasons Iv

can market all the potatoes he can sun
nlv in Chicago at 8 cents a pound T-

he received only I cent a pound
yield an acre on an investment
2500 and an expenditure of l8o

for labor and materials would hi-

SiSoco according to his figures
Darst declares his potatoes are

only vineless or topless but that
they are also eyeless He asserts
they are as smooth as an apple hav
ing no eye and that he must secure
his seed suoplv from others not being
able to raise by his process He de
clares the potatoes are of excellent
quality and will keep as well as any

What can bo done in the line of
potato farming where prices usually
range much lower than those received

yj Florida growers in ordinary
years is shown by an article from
the Southern Planter The New York
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growers crop must have been serious-
ly attached by the potato blight from

the amount of spraying that was done
This is an extra expense that out
farmers have o far escaped

Spuds Raise the mortgage
When T ID Martin a Monroe coun

ty N Y farmer got possessed of his
land several years ago it was produc-
ing about 00 bushels of potatoes per
acre Other crops were nothing tc

speak of but he went to work In a de
tcnnincd way to inprove the place
The farm was poorly drained so yeas
by year he has been putting down the
drains until he now has nine miles ol

them planted The work was done
with care and system so the benefit
from them would be permanent The
depth of the drains varies from four tc
four and onehalf feet and the dis-
tance apart is about fifty feet The
two general outlets are protected by
concrete casing and so grated with
iron rOIls as to exclude any animal
that might do injury A diagram
carefully made shows the exact loca
tion of every line of lile

The following record of his potato
crops shows what he has done 1901

4570 bushels from eighteen acres
averaging 254 bushels 1902 471E
bushels from seventeen acres averag-
ing 277 bushels 1903 4718 bushels
from eighteen acres averaging 2G2

bushels 1004 1100 bushels from eigh
teen acres averaging 283 bushels In
1002 a plot of ten acres averaged
HOC bushels and he thinks that
were it not for the frost in the
fall of 1004 the entire eighteen acres
would have averaged 300 bushels an
acre

The cost of draining 2000 add
ed to other indetedness on the farm
placed him under an uncomfortable
weight of 4500 debt This fact com-

ing to the knowledge of the neighbors
who had been criticising and watch-
ing made them chuckle and say I
told you so In four years this debt
was paid and a surplus placed in the
bank

The tile draining merely opened the
way for improved farming Under a
threeyear wheat
and meadow the land is improved in
producing power All the manure
from four horses two cows three pigs
and the poultry is applied direct to the
potato field Plowing is ten inches
deep and other preparation very

Potatoes are planted in drills
thirtythree inches apart and about
thirteen inches apart in the drills
using an automatic planter which
juts drops and covers the seed The
potatoes receive from twelve to fifteen
cultivations and about ten

of Bordeaux using 178 barrels
of fifty each This Peeps the
foliage perfectly healthy

Tn addition to the table rnnnnre-
lii notntoos receive 1000 pounds of a

OTnnoiinrt of South Carolina rock anal
iii ltTlo snlinte of potash an acre
rim forrniln is s per rent nliosphal-
oii 1 1 onehalf cent notnsh-
riiis i building no the land in r otn sh

The selection of seed is important
00 br hels ho pinks out fifty

wsliels of the most choice large
5Tontli porfectshapod tubers to Plant
in the lrt piece of trrortnO to crow
seed for the next year A second
uncle of r 0 Inslrols is selected to
ilnnr the stain crop Sir Walte
rjaeishs are grown evclnsivelv

The followin from the Michicnn
Partner gives the results of cutting
o a sinclo eve There is plenty of

evidence to bo had
Do Single Eyes

Only
T roticed an article in The Fnrtne

leaded Experiments Seed Pota
oos in which the writer all
f PS who cut out seed potatoes

and two eyes and asks if we do-

t our fathers did T can only
insvto for one father cut a
iotato into two to four pieces accord

10 to size and planted one piece in
hill
Several instances have come under

uy observation and every single one
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Florida Agriculturist
Magazine Clubbing OffersF-

OR THE SEASON OF 1905

Our Magazine List
Price

FLORIDA AGRICULTURIST
200 W and SUCCESS

MAGAZINE J
Must be included i 11 orders

Leslies Monthly Magazine M ioo Success
Harpers Bazar M Ioo
The Cosmopolitan Magazine M 100
Good Housekeeping M Ioo
Pearsons Magazine 31 ioo
The Twentieth Century Home M 100 Florida

The American Boy M Ioo Ag61
The American Invei tor SM 150 urisf

The Sunset Magazine M Ioo Success

The Technical World II 200
The Bookkeeper and Business

Mans Magazine M 8100
with Business Short Cuts soc 150 Florida

The Ladies World M soc with Agricul
Entertainments for all Seasons turist
100 150 Success

The Holiday Magazine for Chil-

dren soc 31 with Home
Games and Parties soc ioo

CLASS B Florida
The Review of Reviews 31 250 Agricul
The Worlds Work 31 300 turi
Outing 31 300 and
The Booklovers Magazine 31 300 Country
The Independent W 2 oo Life in

SPECIAL MAGAZINES America

The Outlook nctv W 300
Twelve magazine forty
weeklies per apnum New subscrip-
tions only accepted at our

Country Life in America M 300
Including three annual double num
bers The Gardening Number
the Number and
the Christmas Annual turist

Harpets Magazine 31 400
The Leading General Magazine of
the World new

Harpers Weekly W 400
illustrated weekly of wide influ

ghee

North American Review new 31 500
New subscriptions only accepted at Florida
our prices Agncur

NOTE M Monthly SM SemiMonthly turist-
W Weekly

and

The Success Atlas and Gazetteer Harpers

This is n valuable Traveling Atlas of nearly
coo pages exquisitely printed bound in silk or

veiiient reference index to the 40000 towns
mapped Regular price 100 It may be
ordered with any of the SUCCESS combinations
by adding only S25 to the combination price

Notice Magazines ordered by
to the same or

cnt addresses as desired Subscriptions will Florida
commence with the number requested when t-

issues of the month following that in which
the subscription is received

and
Responsibility to Subscribers North
We cannot of course guarantee the sol Ameri

or continued of any
ical for which we subscriptions Our
r i oiisibility to our subscribers ceases when Review
we entered and paid for their subscrip-
tions to the periodicals ordered

Our Club
For

PricesRe-

gular annual subscriptions in all cases

Florida Agriculturist and Success
With Class A

Florida I with any i of Class A
with any 2 of Class A 300

turist 1 with any 3 of Class A 350
any 4 af Class A 400

Florida Agriculturist and Success
With Class B

f with Review of Reviews 350
with The Independent
with any 2 of Class B 500

with 4 of Class B 800

Florida Agriculturist and Success
With Classes A and B

i of A and i of B 400
with 2 of A and i of B 450

1 with i of A and 2 of B 550
2 of A 2 of B 600

Special M gazines
Success

with Success and I of A

with Success and 2 of A

with Success and i of B
with Success and 2 of B

with Success and Out-

look
with Success and Har-

pers Magazine
with Success and North

Am Review nix

with Success 400
with Success and 450
with Successjand 2 of A 500
with Success and I of B 550

with Success and Har-

pers Magazine 725
with Success and Coun-

try Life 625
with Success and

Am Review ncxf 750

with Success 525
with Success and i of A 575
with Success and 2 r f A 625
with Success and I of B 675
with Success and 2 of B 825
with Success and Out

look new 725
with Success and North

f ifrn
with Success and Coun

try Life 750

Success and i of A 600
with Success and 2 of A 650

with Success and 2 of B 850
with Success and Out

look tint 750
with Success and Har

Magazine 875
with Success and Coun

try Life 775

E 0 PAINTER PUBLISHING CO
Jacksonville Florida
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